414

SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER.

TJuparty
of progress
in Germany.

connivance, carried out by the mediatization of their
weaker neighbours a revolution far more sweeping, and
in point of law less defensible, than any which the patri-
otic reformers now proposed. These potentates, especi-
ally those of Northern Germany, were for the most part
possessed by the same reactionary feelings as their two
great neighbours; their rule was harsh and repressive,
conceding little or nothing to the demands of their sub-
jects, and prepared, especially after their alarms had been
renewed by the revolution of 1830 in France, to check
the most harmless expressions of the aspirations for
national unity. Such unity now appeared further off
than ever. While the old Empire lasted, princes and
peoples owned one common head in the Emperor, and
lived under a constitution which had descended, however
modified, from the days when the nation formed a single
powerful state. Now, by the mediatization of the lesser
principalities, the extinction of the Reichsritterschaft
(knights of the Empire), the absorption of all the free
cities save four, the class which had formed a link be-
tween the princes and the mass of the nation had been
removed; the sovereigns had, in becoming fewer, become
more isolated and more independent; they were members
rather of the European than of the German common-
wealth. Those moral effects of the War of Liberation,
from which so much had at first been hoped, now
seemed to have been lost utterly and for ever.
Meanwhile the German liberals laboured under the
immense difficulty of having no legitimate and constitu-
tional mode of agitation, no lever, so to speak, by which
they could move the mass of their countrymen. They
were mere speakers and writers, because there was no-
thing else for them to do; dreamers and theorists, as